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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 20.1901 

§ 20.1802 Control of material not in 
storage. 

The licensee shall control and main-
tain constant surveillance of licensed 
material that is in a controlled or un-
restricted area and that is not in stor-
age. 

Subpart J—Precautionary 
Procedures 

SOURCE: 56 FR 23401, May 21, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 20.1901 Caution signs. 

(a) Standard radiation symbol. Unless 
otherwise authorized by the Commis-
sion, the symbol prescribed by this 
part shall use the colors magenta, or 
purple, or black on yellow background. 
The symbol prescribed by this part is 
the three-bladed design: 

(1) Cross-hatched area is to be ma-
genta, or purple, or black, and 

(2) The background is to be yellow. 
(b) Exception to color requirements for 

standard radiation symbol. Notwith-
standing the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section, licensees are 
authorized to label sources, source 
holders, or device components con-

taining sources of licensed materials 
that are subjected to high tempera-
tures, with conspicuously etched or 
stamped radiation caution symbols and 
without a color requirement. 

(c) Additional information on signs and 
labels. In addition to the contents of 
signs and labels prescribed in this part, 
the licensee may provide, on or near 
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the required signs and labels, addi-
tional information, as appropriate, to 
make individuals aware of potential ra-
diation exposures and to minimize the 
exposures. 

§ 20.1902 Posting requirements. 
(a) Posting of radiation areas. The li-

censee shall post each radiation area 
with a conspicuous sign or signs bear-
ing the radiation symbol and the words 
‘‘CAUTION, RADIATION AREA.’’ 

(b) Posting of high radiation areas. The 
licensee shall post each high radiation 
area with a conspicuous sign or signs 
bearing the radiation symbol and the 
words ‘‘CAUTION, HIGH RADIATION 
AREA’’ or ‘‘DANGER, HIGH RADI-
ATION AREA.’’ 

(c) Posting of very high radiation areas. 
The licensee shall post each very high 
radiation area with a conspicuous sign 
or signs bearing the radiation symbol 
and words ‘‘GRAVE DANGER, VERY 
HIGH RADIATION AREA.’’ 

(d) Posting of airborne radioactivity 
areas. The licensee shall post each air-
borne radioactivity area with a con-
spicuous sign or signs bearing the radi-
ation symbol and the words ‘‘CAU-
TION, AIRBORNE RADIOACTIVITY 
AREA’’ or ‘‘DANGER, AIRBORNE RA-
DIOACTIVITY AREA.’’ 

(e) Posting of areas or rooms in which 
licensed material is used or stored. The li-
censee shall post each area or room in 
which there is used or stored an 
amount of licensed material exceeding 
10 times the quantity of such material 
specified in appendix C to part 20 with 
a conspicuous sign or signs bearing the 
radiation symbol and the words ‘‘CAU-
TION, RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL(S)’’ 
or ‘‘DANGER, RADIOACTIVE MATE-
RIAL(S).’’ 

[56 FR 23401, May 21, 1991, as amended at 60 
FR 20185, Apr. 25, 1995] 

§ 20.1903 Exceptions to posting re-
quirements. 

(a) A licensee is not required to post 
caution signs in areas or rooms con-
taining radioactive materials for peri-
ods of less than 8 hours, if each of the 
following conditions is met: 

(1) The materials are constantly at-
tended during these periods by an indi-
vidual who takes the precautions nec-
essary to prevent the exposure of indi-

viduals to radiation or radioactive ma-
terials in excess of the limits estab-
lished in this part; and 

(2) The area or room is subject to the 
licensee’s control. 

(b) Rooms or other areas in hospitals 
that are occupied by patients are not 
required to be posted with caution 
signs pursuant to § 20.1902 provided that 
the patient could be released from li-
censee control pursuant to § 35.75 of 
this chapter. 

(c) A room or area is not required to 
be posted with a caution sign because 
of the presence of a sealed source pro-
vided the radiation level at 30 centi-
meters from the surface of the source 
container or housing does not exceed 
0.005 rem (0.05 mSv) per hour. 

(d) Rooms in hospitals or clinics that 
are used for teletherapy are exempt 
from the requirement to post caution 
signs under § 20.1902 if— 

(1) Access to the room is controlled 
pursuant to 10 CFR 35.615; and 

(2) Personnel in attendance take nec-
essary precautions to prevent the inad-
vertent exposure of workers, other pa-
tients, and members of the public to 
radiation in excess of the limits estab-
lished in this part. 

[56 FR 23401, May 21, 1991, as amended at 57 
FR 39357, Aug. 31, 1992; 62 FR 4133, Jan. 29, 
1997; 63 FR 39482, July 23, 1998] 

§ 20.1904 Labeling containers. 
(a) The licensee shall ensure that 

each container of licensed material 
bears a durable, clearly visible label 
bearing the radiation symbol and the 
words ‘‘CAUTION, RADIOACTIVE MA-
TERIAL’’ or ‘‘DANGER, RADIO-
ACTIVE MATERIAL.’’ The label must 
also provide sufficient information 
(such as the radionuclide(s) present, an 
estimate of the quantity of radioac-
tivity, the date for which the activity 
is estimated, radiation levels, kinds of 
materials, and mass enrichment) to 
permit individuals handling or using 
the containers, or working in the vicin-
ity of the containers, to take pre-
cautions to avoid or minimize expo-
sures. 

(b) Each licensee shall, prior to re-
moval or disposal of empty 
uncontaminated containers to unre-
stricted areas, remove or deface the ra-
dioactive material label or otherwise 
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